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retired to East Hampton, where they have be-
come deeply involved with the Jewish Center
of the Hamptons. For over a decade, Bernie
has volunteered as the Baal Koreh, or Master
of Reading, the officiant who reads the Torah
from scroll in the synagogue on the Sabbath.

Mr. Speaker, | honor Bernie Epstein for his
invaluable and continuing contributions to our
community. It is my great hope that he will
serve as an inspiration for other through his
good works and devotion to his country.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KELLEY HOUSE
MUSEUM

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 10, 2011

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to commemorate the 150th anni-
versary of the Kelley House on the Mendocino
Coast in Northern California. Located in the
picturesque village of Mendocino, the Kelley
House was originally a private home. Since
1972 the Kelley House has been a museum
and quality research facility which collects,
protects, preserves, and shares the rich his-
tory of the coastal community through its mu-
seum and quality research facility.

William Henry Kelley first came to
Mendocino in 1852 to work for the California
Lumber Manufacturing Company. After work-
ing his way up in rank, he returned to his
birthplace of Prince Edward Island, Canada,
married Eliza Lee Owen, and returned to
Mendocino with his new bride in 1855. William
built the Kelley House in 1861 on an acre of
beautifully landscaped, ocean view property in
downtown Mendocino. The gardens include a
pond and two resident geese. William had the
pond built and stocked so that the neighbor-
hood children could fish.

Through its staffed research office, the mu-
seum has preserved over three thousand en-
tries of maps, documents, books, photo-
graphs, oral histories, and artifacts rep-
resenting more than 150 years of history along
the Mendocino Coast.

Through the combined efforts of a dedicated
board of directors and staff, volunteers, local
sponsors and generous donations from com-
munity members, the Kelley House Museum
continues to serve its community with annual
events and accessible historic information.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, it is my honor
and pleasure to recognize the 150th anniver-
sary of the Kelley House, a fixture of down-
town Mendocino, for its invaluable service and
historic importance to the community.

—

COMMENDING THE SERVICE OF
MAJOR GENERAL H. LLOYD
WILKERSON, USMC RET. TO THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

HON. HEATH SHULER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, November 10, 2011
Mr. SHULER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to

honor Major General H. Lloyd Wilkerson,
USMC ret. for a life dedicated to serving his
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country and helping others in Western North
Carolina.

H. Lloyd Wilkerson was born in Troy, Ten-
nessee, on October 31, 1919. After graduating
from Erskine College in 1941 with degrees in
mathematics and english, he was an inspector
for Retail Credit Company in Columbia and
Charleston, South Carolina.

At the outbreak of World War II, Wilkerson
enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps. He quickly
advanced through the ranks, serving as Pla-
toon Sergeant and then Second Lieutenant.
He served in combat in World War Il, Korea,
and Vietnam. He became Chief of Staff of the
Marine Corps Base in Camp Lejeune, North
Carolina. In 1972, he was promoted to Briga-
dier General and became Commanding Gen-
eral of that Base. Subsequently, as a Major
General, he served as Deputy Chief of Staff
for Research, Development and Studies at the
Headquarters of the U.S. Marine Corps in
Washington, Commanding General of the
Third Marine Division, and Commanding Gen-
eral of the lll Marine Amphibious Force in the
Far East. His final assignment, prior to his re-
tirement on May 31, 1978, was as Director of
Personnel Management Division/Assistant
Deputy Chief of Staff for Manpower at Head-
quarters of the U.S. Marine Corps in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Since his retirement, Major General
Wilkerson has been involved in countless vol-
unteer and appointed positions in his church,
alma mater, and community. He served as
President of the North Carolina Scottish Rite
Masonic Foundation, Inc. which annually pro-
vided more than $200,000 to support clinics
for childhood language disorders at East Caro-
lina University, Appalachian State University,
and the Scottish Rite Temple at Charlotte.

Wilkerson has gone above and beyond to
serve our country through military service and
countless volunteer programs. It is an honor to
represent selfless, hardworking soldiers like
Major General Wilkerson whose devotion to
our country is a great source of pride to me
and to Western North Carolina. | ask my col-
leagues to join me today in recognizing Major
General H. Lloyd Wilkerson.

COMMENDING DEFEAT OF INITIA-
TIVE 26 BY MISSISSIPPI VOTERS

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 10, 2011

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
thank the voters of Mississippi who went to
the polls on Tuesday, November 7, and deci-
sively rejected Initiative 26, the so-called
“Personhood Amendment” to the state’s con-
stitution. By a margin of 41 to 58 percent, the
voters of Mississippi turned back a thinly-
veiled attempt to deprive women of their con-
stitutionally protected freedom to make their
own reproductive health decisions.

No matter what your position is in the pro-
choice/pro-life debate, the reach of Initiative
26 was so broad and its provisions so extreme
that thousands of the most sincere, thoughtful,
and committed pro-life activists could not in
good conscience support the measure.

Initiative 26, which was the brainchild of the
anti-choice group Personhood USA, sought to
redefine the legal definition of a “person” to
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include “every human being from the moment
of fertilization, cloning or the functional equiva-
lent thereof.” If the measure had passed and
gone into effect, it would have outlawed abor-
tion in all circumstances, even when the life of
the mother was in imminent danger. And it
would have put an end to stem-cell research,
banned several of the most common forms of
birth control, and restricted fertility treatments
such as in-vitro fertilization.

Since the Supreme Court issued its decision
in Roe v. Wade in 1973, anti-choice activists
have been relentless in their efforts to overturn
that decision or find new ways to impede
women from exercising their right to choose.
“Personhood” initiatives are merely the latest
scheme designed to turn back the clock on
women’s reproductive health rights. Pro-
ponents sought to road test their “personhood
amendment” strategy in the very conservative
and pro-life state of Mississippi before taking
it national.

Mr. Speaker, Initiative 26 was worded so
broadly that even its backers freely admitted
that it would ban some of the most common
methods of birth control like IUDs and the
birth-control and “morning after” pill. But the
reach of Initiative 26 goes further than shutting
down clinics, much further. This personhood
initiative takes it too far by effectively criminal-
izing abortion without exceptions for rape, in-
cest or health and life of the mother.

Mr. Speaker, what was especially pernicious
about Initiative 26 is that it would have out-
lawed the generally accepted medical prac-
tices used by health care professionals in situ-
ations where the life or health of the mother is
imperiled. Saving a woman'’s life should be the
first priority. If Initiative 26 were to become
law, however, saving the life or preserving the
health of the mother, by aborting the preg-
nancy if necessary, would be regarded as a
criminal act.

It should be noted also, Mr. Speaker, that
Initiative 26 is so far reaching that it would dis-
courage the practice of in vitro fertilization, if
not ban it altogether. Through the years, in
vitro fertilization has enabled millions of child-
less couples to experience the miracle of be-
come loving parents to wanted children. It
makes no sense for persons who profess a
preference for life and family values to cham-
pion a measure like Initiative 26 which would
outlaw in vitro fertilization.

Symbolic “personhood” amendments cause
unnecessary political rancor and division. They
are distractions we can ill afford. We should
instead be focusing our efforts on the real
problem facing our nation and that is creating
jobs and revitalizing our economy.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to stand in opposi-
tion to dangerous and diversionary
personhood initiatives like Initiative 26. | con-
gratulate the citizens of Mississippi for re-
soundingly rejecting Initiative 26.

——
RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND CON-

TRIBUTIONS OF BRIGADIER GEN-
ERAL CURTIS J. IRWIN

HON. ANN MARIE BUERKLE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 10, 2011

Ms. BUERKLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Brigadier General Curtis J.
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